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HI=® is an intimate word por-
trait, taken at hiz own lunch-
eon table, of Manuel Estrada
Cabrera, president of Guatema-
la, who heen called the
Ereatest executive Central America
kas ever known It may be just as
well to s¢t down at the heginning of

this record the statement that those
who have accounts of this man
gEathered from his enemies by persons
who have never met him will be dis-
appointed they expect to read here
a confirmation of the stories that have

read

been- told about him., I met his ene-
mies and talked with them, off and
on. for ten days before 1 met him.
This article has nothing to do with
politics, the economic situation of
Guatemala, or the relation of its gov-
ernment to the other countries of Cen-
tral America, the UTnited States, or the
world in general. It is not even an in-
terview with the President of Guate-
mala, although it will be necessary to
report some of the things he said he
was interested in as well as some of
the questions and answers passed,

Much lesa will this account endeavor
to sweepinZzly characterize Estrada
Cabrera as good, bad or in between.

ESTRADA CABRERA,
President of Guatemala since 1898,

chez La Tour, brother of the first sec-
retary of the Guatemalan legation in
Washington, as well as the president
and the writer.

*
® %
About 12 o'clock Mr. Sanchez La Tour
called at the hotel to Inform me of

the etiquette of the occasion, and, as
one of the president's aids, to escort
us to the palace, a short walking dis-
tance, which Capt. Hopkins, as an old
friend of the president’'s, has traveled
many times. It was suggested that a
dark cutaway suit and a black tie
would be in order, ag the president is
in half mourning.

The president himself, most precise
as to details of dress, in view of the
death of his wife and of his son, was in
a bhlack cutaway, with a white waist-
coat, a white tie, and no stickpin, no
rings, not even a watch chain in evi-

dence. He has the sprawling, acquisi-
tive, cool, firm, although small hand of
the strong man, and a foot that a
dandy might envy—Iin buttoned patent
leather.

Of medlum helght and weight, say
of one hundred and seventy pounds,

his laborious hours at the desk
have made him slightly bent over.
His hair and mustache were once
coal bhlack, that is evident, but
he is becoming slightly bald on the
top of his head and gray, and his

1

HE Personality of Manuel Estrada Cabrera, President of Guatemala—He Keeps in
Touch With News of the World by Wireless—His Working Hours—His Personal
Appearance—A Huge Map of Guatemala Set Up on a Race Track—Education His Hobby.
Familiar With Every Inch of His Country.

opens doors and draws aside curtains
for his visitors, so that they may not
bring up the rear, but at table the
servants serve the President of Guate-
mala first.

*

* *

My visit lasted from about 12:30 to
about 3:30 o'clock. It was In the
private apartments of the president's
residence, an old house which he has
had remodeled and attached to the
palace. As he s=ald, he acqulred it
eight or nine years ago, when |t was
the Germania Club, in order to obtain
private apartments large enough in
which to entertain Admiral Swinburne
and the officers of the United States
Pacific squadron, who were brought
by the president from San Jose, on the
Pacific coast, to Guatemala City, the
capital, on a visit of entertainment
which is famous for Its lavishness in
the history of the United States Navy,
S0 anxious has Estrada Cabrera al-
ways been, he told me, to be good
friends with the people of the United

pass through hedges of soldiers and by
devious winding ways to reach Estrada
Cabrera.

-
* *

An Incident had occurred which had
made a great impression on the presi-
dent. He detailed it. He had been in-
specting a school, and a boy with =&
Spanish-Indian name (elusive to the
Anglo-Saxon) had attracted his atten-
tion by his ready answers. The presi-
dent had asked him some questions and
had been so struck by the youngster's
replies that he had sald to him, “Come
and see me at the palace some time."
He gave instructions when he returned
home that if the boy ever asked for
him he was to be admitted, and then
forgot all about him.

Some time later the hoy showed up,
and when the president saw him he in-

quired what he could do for him. The
youngster precociously replied that he

later he amused himself in the salon,
when coffee was served, without hot
cream or hot milk or hot water, as is
the custom in Guatemala, and with
sugar in the fllled cups hefore it was
brought into the room, by declaring.
“I am sorry to say that it will ba
necessary to drink this coffee the way
the kitchen has prepared it. Evidently
they think if it suits the kitchen it will
have to suit us™
*
* ¥

The luncheon, *eo far as its substan-
tials were concerned, was a combina-
tion of European and Guatemaltecan
cookery and edibles. It was served on
a service of luster ware, with the in-
itials “M. E. C In a monogram—a
service that looked like and was as
beautiful as mother of pearl. The lunch-
eon room was a long room with thas
sunlight coming In from a skylight, its
walls adorned with paintings of fruit
pieces, fish, game and so on. The floor
was of cool tiles, The servants were
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States. He has liked these apartments
80 much, he said, that he has retained
them for his own living quarters ever
since,

Gorgeous staff officers, in full-dress
uniform, directed us to a private en-
trance, and here, without ostentation
or ceremony, a butler took our hats
and sticks and we found ourselves in
a salon of the conventional order with
gilded chairs and family portraite. The

PRESTDENT CABRERA VISITING

Fistory will do that But until the

time nmen for the permanent scroll

in be lsttered, perhaps a useful pur-

poie will he served If there are here

gt down saome detalls of a simple, un-
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-
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The conscientious, working newspa-
T rennrter tratned to recelve im-
pressions and 1o report facts, in what-
» community his endeavors may lie,
1 = that one 1 maost difficult

impressions het

clogs contact w

Ee wantx details at firet hand
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n at the luncheon which this article
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talling of his diMficulties with his serv-
g, his guests amussd
» by anecdotes of public men of the
At the

Hop-
n and Delphino San-

and aof

OIS

vhom he admires
t Sherbourne

ted Statles

L]
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musgtache, which is long, gnawed and
chewed, is almost wholly white

His eyes—whence came his sobriquet
of “the old eagle”'—are the most
striking feature of his personal ap-
pEarance. He has an olive com-
I ion, a satin skin, a head that leans
attentively toward a speaker, a grace-
ful carriage and a trick of half ges-
tures and of a partly doubled up fist,
which give the impression of latent
force, reserve power, as ones who
might say, “I could go farther.” He

MILITARY SCHOOL AT GUATEMALA CITY.

president
alone,
waters were served as
refreshments on a tray

came in,

OF PRESIDENT OF GUATEMALA, JUST OUTSIDE

had called “to give myself the pleasure
and honor of saluting you in person.”
This, the president said, in view of
the fact that the voungsier is only five
vears old, tickled his fancy, and,. as the
president phrased it, he “resolved to
pursue the adventure.” Asked about
his father's station in life, the young-
ster endeavored to avoid replyving, say-
ing “That is not a proper subject for
polite company,” from which it de-
veloped that sald father was a drunk-
ard of the streets, and his mother—the
president here =said, as translated to
me, “Let us draw the veil of charity.”
it is probably not worth whils to
pursue the story farther. This plece of
flotsam and jetsam of the streets of
Guatemala, who also told the Presl-
dent that he had come to ‘“consult
him as to what he had better do about
things at home, as there was nothing
there to eat,” was provided for, his
“consultation” turning out to good pur-
pose. It was theh uman note of the
story as Estrada Cabrera told {1t that

struck home, so evident was it that
the president had enjoyed the almost
unbelievably grown-up language of

the yvoungster.

No politics, efther national or inter-
national, was discusseq at table. Es-
trada Cabrera has no need of being
informed by visitors from the ['nited
States of what |s going on there, in-
asmuch as there isg a wirelogs tower at
Guatemala City which reports, direct-
ly *and without relay, every wireless
news bulletin sent out by the blg radio
tower at Arlington outgide Washington
every night.

*
* ¥

This is supplementary to the news
gervice he receives hy cable from all
over the world, and he devotes the
hour between 11 and 12 o'clock every
morning to reading these reports and
keeping himself in touch with the
world's events.

His entertainment at Jluncheon was
wholly of an informal, intimate char-
acter, and If the cares of state stalk-
ed hehind his chalr he was careful,
As a most anxious and concerned host,
to interpose what it is necessary to call
his undoubtedly hig personality be-
tween his guests and the shadow of

.such cares,

unannounced and
American cocktails and mineral

preliminary
covered with

loose rose leaves, and conversation be-

gan.

The circumstances could not have been
more simple if three men had been ex-

pected Lo lunch in
of any gentleman in the United States
{ine marveled at all the rot that
been printed and talked in
Journals about how it {8 necessary

any private house
h‘-u;
foreign
to

The service at table was of a clock-
work precision, and there was never a

word uttered In regard to it, through
a meal of many courses, except upon
one occaglon when a servant Inad-

vertently removed a fork needed hy a
visitor. Admiration was expressed for
the floral pieces on the long table, and

while the loose rose leaves strewn
across the tablecloth were helng ad-
mired, the subject of orchids, which
grow wild In the jungles of Guatemala,
came up.

The president remarked that he
would exhibit some orchids later. In-
stantly a vase of magnificent speci-
mens was set upon the table, without
request and in silence, That he |s

falthfully served was evident, although

. am

THE PRESIDENT AT THE TEMPLE OF

MINERVA TO WITNESS A SCHOOL CHILDREN'S FESTIVAL.

GUATEMALA CITY.

in white duck uniforms, blouses hut-
toning close arouml the neck in a mili-
tary fashion. They wore felt-soled
slippers,

There were ten courses, an indlvid-
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Alsn the swift, a lizard so-called be-
cause it is quick to get away, and the
spotted salamander fregquent this part
aof the country. Of course. the frogs
and toads are well known. Their ever-
interesting life history may be watched
At this season In 8 varyving stages.
Tadpoles are devioping into toads and
frogs by the bucketful, and thiz meta-
morphosis, one of nature's queerest, is

ual menu having been written out and
placed at each plate. Sherry, as well
as a wine which looked like a =au-
terne, and champagne were served in
addition to mineral waters. The first
course Was an ovster soup, creamed:
then came, in the Russian style. served
separately, macaronl; then a fish from
the Pacific coast, with an egg sauce;
then chicken, with small peas: then a
filet of beef, with mushrooms; then a
patty, of which the delicacy but not
the name remains; then, again in the
Russian style, served separately, as-
paragus.

Following these were three desserts,
served separately. First, an enormous
dish of fruit was passed. It contained
fresh mangoes, papayas, bananas and
other native growths. A pudding,
something like a cahinet pudding with
a wine sauce. followed. The last
course was a pineapple ice.

It developed that the president goes
to hils desk at 7 o'clock in the morn-
ing and is in hi= offices every day until
11 o'clock at night, with an hour off
for luncheon and another hour off for
dinner, except when he has visitors
who have come long distances. He
has four or flve secretaries, and an-
swers every letter, however apparently
trivial, addressed to him.

The chlef of these secretaries ls Gen.
Jose M. Letona, the president's most
trusted friend and confildant. Another
of his aids and secretaries is Delphino
Sanchez la Tour.« All of them, includ-
ing the president. speak the language
of “the tribe,”” as it is known in the
United States—the colloguialisms, the
slang of the day of the sophisticated
man.

*
* %

The president apparently was pleased
to learn of a new one during the
luncheon—the characterization of wa-
ter powers for electrical energy as
“white coal,” as it is called among en-
gineers in the United States. He
spoka of Guatemala's tremendous re-
gources in waterfalls and swiftly mov-
ing streams or, rather, assented, when
his attention was called te them, re-
marking that Guatemala has sufficient
energy in her waters to harness for
electrical purposes to take the place
of billions of tons of coal.

He is highly familiar with every
fnch of Guatemala, and has had con-
structed recently at the race course
in Guatemala City a physical map of
the country on & tremendous scale
which shows every mountain, every
city, every hamlet, every river and
every lake and waterfall as well as
the oceans on hoth sides.

It is of cement, and water is pumped
or forced to the top of the mountains,
thence to run down, in actual, flowing
rivers and waterfalls and through min-
iatures of Guatemala’'s lakes to the
NCeANns.

1t tells the schonl children who go
there to see it In operation more about
geography in half an hour than they
get from books in a whole sesszion, the
president believes.

¥Education {8 one of his hobhles.
These and other affairs which keep him
and his secretaries busy from early In
the morning until late at night were

under eight inches long. In addition
are the catfish, kill fish, better known
minnows; perch, pickerel, brook
trout, white and yellow wvarieties; sun-
fish, dace and shiners., The common eel
iz al=o prolific in the Potomac.

To mention the District insects in
complete form would be to accomplish
the impossible, Members new to aciences
are alwaya being found, and of thes
300,000 insects pf the world only 30,000
have been described. But the size of

A GARDEN

worthy of interest. Firat, the eggs are
in a jellylike mass and at the tenth
day they turn into pollywogs. Then
their tails are in a continuous wiggle and
they develop into young 1toads within
twenty-four hours. When the tadpole

TOAD.

this order of animal life iz not Ite most
interesting property. The variations
of habit of insects, some of their queer
life hirtories, their intelligence, re=
marakahle adaptation to environment
and their extraordinary social organi-

THE BOX TORTOISE,

begin= to turn into a frog or toad the
hind legs first appear. then the front
legs shoot out perfectly formed, though
they have been concealed beneath a
membrane, and the tail becomes myste-
riously shorter. The eyes become large
and elevated, the mouth increases in
egize. Then they are full-fledged adult
animals.

*

& &

Washington fish life is varied. We
have fresh water fish exclusively,
though shad and herring from the salt
come ar far as Little Falls to spawn.
The game fish most widely known
among anglers—eminently an American
fish—is the black bass. This is Wash-
ington's champion. It was planted in
the waters of the Potomac as early as
1853 and has done well esver since,
There are two varieties, the large and
small mouthed, which seldom occurs

A LAND YVARIETY.
zatons give them a prominence which
mere size can never claim,
=
* *
In Washington, and such, most com-
mon insects as bhees, wasps, ants and

flies. Some insectg are so much like
twigs and leaves that they are called
“walking sticks” and “leaf insects'"

These are seen in the ecity as well as
the country. It is interesting to know
that the ecrickets and katydids, the
most musical of the insects, are in-
strumentalists and not vocalists. Their
wings are velned In such a way as to
produce chirping sounds when they are
rubbed together. Tha musical powers

are confined to the male sex.

Since butterfly and moth ecatching
has become such a lucrative business
on the Pacific coast, the idea might be

Pen Picture of Central America’s Great Executive

THE PRESIDENT REVIEWING TROOPS ON THE MILITARY PARADE
GROUND,

commented upon by Mr. Sanchez la
Tour during the luncheon. He llkes to
get away for a little polo with some
of the Englishmen in Guatemala, now
and then.

-

* *

Estrada Cabrera is evidently greatly
loved by those who surround him. Dur-
ing the luncheon he told of an Indian
(native Guatemalteco) wha had served
him as a personal body servant. The
president said, as Mr. Sanchez la Tour
translated for me:

“He was a very good, a very faithful
man, but it was hard to keep him In
order. He didn't object to wearing a
white duck suit, but he insisted on go-
ing around the palace in his bare feet.
He could not and would not wear shoes,
and he insisted on packing around a
big revolver, sticking out under his
blouse. He said he believed in ‘pre-
paredness,’ 50 you see we know some-
thing of that subject, right here at
home. He said he wasn't going 1o let
any other jealous Indian ‘get’ him.

“He always knew, Indian though he is,

suggested to Washingtonians, for the
city has a collection of very beautiful
specimens. The swallowtail and mon-
arch are exquisite butterflies, while
the scecropia and luna moths are al-
most indescribable in their soft love-

liness.
Other common butterflies are the
cahbage, little flitting and greenish;

sgeen hovering
the morning
emperor

usally
and
sphinx,

the milkweed,
around this flower,
cloak. The skipper,

the most complete and minute details
of what costume to lay out for me—did
it very well. But he got so much of a
swelled head after he had walted on me
for a while that he began to consaider
himself a sort of royal wvalet de
chambre. He wouldn't obey any orders
from any one else except me, and so, as
we can't have barefooted Indians scan-
dalizing the housekeepers, and can't
have them packing big guns around,
frightening people to death and stir-
ring up things generally, I had to te]]l
him where he got off.”

This |s Estrada Cabrera, in his home.
There are other stories to tell about
him, his capital, his eountry and his
relations with other governments. But
this is the human side—the man as he
showed himself, at this luncheon.

One could write almost ancther arti-
cTe of this length on what he has done
for Guatemala, as any observant news-
paper man can pick it up in the streets,
especially in connection with his char-
ities, such as the magnificent new Ma-
ternity Hospital he has had erected in
honor of his mother, the Hospital for
Convalescents, soon to be inaugurated,
and other philanthropic works. But I
found out nothing about them at this
luncheon.
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IN SEARCH OF COMMON AND RARE FAUNA OF DISTRICT.

best
known of all the nocturnal creatures.

and corn moths are perhaps

This nearly completes the list of
Washington fauna. Of course, the
crawfizsh might be mentioned, for they
are found in the swamp ravines. And
it might be said that an occasional red
fox wanders into the District pre-
serves, It is really not necessary to
g0 to the Zoo to see wonderful ani-
male, for they are living almost in
vour own back yard.

GREAT RUSH OF WEDDINGS
AS MEN LEAVE FOR THE ARMY

Bpecial Correspondence of The Etar.
LONDON, June 10, 1916.
UPID and Mars have always gonse
hand in hand., and the present
war, as far at least as England
ie concerned, has proved no exception
to the rule. At the beginning of the war,
when hundreds of thousands of young
men were volunteering, the marriage
rate went up with a bound. Couples
who had heen engaged for years and
were waiting for the time when their
material circumstances would justify
the taking on of new responsibllities
decided to marry before the men went
to war, and thousands of love matches
wera thus completed.

Today Cupid is trotting along with
one hand in that of Mars and the other
held by Commerce. The coming of con-
scription for all has led to another
crop of marriages from more sordid
motives, for the men with little buel-
nesses who expect to bd called to the
colors at once are taking to themselves
wives In order that they may have
some one whom they can trust to leave
behind in charge of these husinesses.
Everywhere in the little newsvenders’
shops, sweet shops and small groceries
and tobacco shops one sees new faces,
the faces of voung and capable looking
women who are busy learning the mys-
teries of commerce under the tutelage
of the men who formerly ran the busi-
nesses.

The problem of the man with the
one-man shoap is indeed a hard one and
there are many thousands of such men
in the great towns of England. In
ordinary times they make a fairly com-
fortable living by exceedingly hard
work. Most of them are on duty for
sixteen or seventeen hours a day and
for seven dayvs a week. The only as-
sistance they employ s a boy to daliver
orders and they seldom leave the shop
from one week end to the other. Their
meals are taken in the little parlor be-
hind, and where they are single or
widowers they are now faced with the
danger of seeing the bhusiness which
they have glven years to build up swept
away when they are called to the col-
ors. To gell out is practically impos-
sible, for all the possible purchasers
are also called up for military service,
and to find a reliable substitute, who
can be trusted not to “collar” the busi-
ness for himself, is almost as difficult.
The obvious solution IS to take a part-
ner and the obvious partner is a wife.

*
* *

A little man who rune a newspaper
and tobacco shop and has worked with-
out assistance heretofore astonished
the writer the other day by Introducing
a good-looking young woman as his
wife. “I am going (they alwavs speak
of it A “going"” and every one knows
what they mean) in a couple of weeks,”
he said, “and I simply had to get some
one to look after the business. Couldn't
leave it to go to ruin, you know, after
all the years 1 have put into it, and it

is a good little business, a fine living
for one and quite good enough for
two." This was said half jokingly and
the young woman smiled and nodded,
hut after she had gone back into the
littlp parlor the man said more seri-
ously:

“l don't suppose I would have got
married for years if it hadn't been for
thie conscription law. The wife is all
right, but I liked my freedom and
would have stuck to it. T couldn’t think
of somebody else grabbing the busi-

ness, sn I just took the plunge, and
now I can go away with an easy mind.
If I am killed the wife is no worse off
than she was, and If 1 come back 1 will
find a good business walting for me.”
Almost precisely the same tale was
told by a green grocer. He had always
driven his own cart before, but this
time he was sitting beside a buxzom
country girl, who handled the reins
and who jumped down with him and
came round to the kKitchen door. -
“l1 am going next week,” he said, "so
1 have got a wife to look after the

husiness when I am gone. She was
brought up in the country and she
knows all about vegetables and
horses.”

In reply to questions he told practi-
cally the same story as the little news
agent. He had built up his awn busi-
ness and didn’'t want to see it grabbed
by some older man, =0 he sent to his
home village and found a gir! whom he
had known for years and was willing
to become his partner in the double
sense.

Inquiries from parsons all over Lon-
don show that they have had a rush
of marriages in the last week or two
which is greater than anything they
have known since the beginning of the
war, and that most of the bridegrooms
are small business men, so it is fair to
assume that the two cases mentioned
are typical of the lot.

There is no reason why the marriages
should not turn out well, for in this
class in England both the men and
women are endowed with a large fund

of common sense. The men, too, have
found a solution of one of the most
difficult prohlems of the war. Men are

needed and the state ls not disposed to

consider the claims of the little man to
preserve hiz business. A concession has
just been made to the men who own
small businesses which they work

themselves and which are the means of
support of at least three persons. They
are to be treated with special econ-
sideration by the exemption tribunals
in cases where It is shown that they
cannot obtain satisfactory substitutes,
but this does not meet the case of the
men who are marrying now—the sin-
gle men who made a good living and
called no man master.

A Kindhearted World.

HAUNCEY M. DEFPEW talked about
old age on his eighty-second birth-
day to a New York reporter.

“The world is very kind to the L
he sald. “It spares them all allusion tn
their years. Let me tell you, by the war,
that it is as painful to a man when r=
hears himself called old for the thou
sandth time as it was to him the fir
time.

“A boy once asked me:

" “What do people mean. sir, when ther
say A man is in the prime of life?

" *‘They mean. my lad’ 1 answered,
spare the old fellow's feelings' "™

At the Top.

POLITICIAN was talking at a din-
ner in New York about the Ameri-
can business man.

“It is his hard and endless work,” he
said, “which puts the American busi-
ness man at the very top of the tree.
He doesn’'t know the meaning of the
word lalsure.

“A little boy said to his father, a mil-
lionaire business man:

“*‘Pa, what's leisure? ;

“The father looked up from the en-
velope on which he was figuring with
hie gold fountain pen and answered:

“‘Leisure, my son, is spare time that
Providence affords us for cleaning up
various jobs of unfinished work.”

‘e
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